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Production and Exports of Egyptian Potatoes and its Competitive
Position in the World Markets
Omar N. Sultan’; Ahmed A. H. Mohamed' ; Magdy M. Helal' and

Mamdouh E. Mahmoud *
1Agricultural Economics - Faculty of Agriculture - Assiut University
2 Agricultural Research Center

Summary:

The Egyptian Foreign trade is currently the main Moving Factor for
Economic and social development process by providing foreign exchange and
contribute to the reduction of the trade deficit. Despite the growing global
demand for agricultural products but exports are growing at rates expected in this
context this research aims to study the evolution of the cultivated area and
production for Feddan and potato production in Egypt, studying the evolution of
quantities and values of Egypt's exports of potatoes, analysis and assessment of
the competitive situation for potato exports, and identify efficient export
performance of Egypt in this product

1-The most important results of the research include: the average area
planted with potatoes in Egypt has reached about 268.58 thousand feddan during
(1997-2013) and that the minimum approximately 178.69 thousand feddan in
2000 and the highest reached 421.88 thousand feddan in 2012, the cultivated area
takes a general trend of increasing and statistically, with an average increase of
about 14.73 thousand feddan at a rate increase of approximately 5.48% per
annum.

2- The average yield was approximately 10.42 tons/feddan For the same
period mentioned above with minimum reached 9.17 ton/feddan in 1997 and the
highest reached 11.28 tons/Feddan in 2012, that average yield feddan take a
general trend of increasing and statistically, with an average increase of about
0.12 tons/feddan rate increase of around 1.17% per annum, the average
production of about 2841.05 thousand tons for the same period minimum reached
1764.91 tons in 2000 and the highest reached 4758.04 thousand tons in 2012, the
amount of production take a general trend of increasing and statistically average
More about 187.79 tons at a rate increase of about 6.61% per annum

3-As regards performance indicators competitive export results were
measured as follows: value of standard performance of Egyptian export
operations value greater than zero in all years of the study, with an average value
around 9.30% during the period (1997 — 2013). While the comparative advantage
of the virtual Egyptian potatoes, about 7.29 during 1997-2013, although Egypt's
virtual comparative advantage compared with the biggest exporters higher
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comparative advantage of Egypt from 1 during most of the years of study shows
Egypt enjoyed a comparative advantage outward. And estimation of coefficient
of stability of the Egyptian production, value and average export price and
quantity of potatoes showed that the value of the coefficient of stability was
greater than zero in all years of the study, which means a significant instability.

4-As it turns out that about 82.63% of exports of Egyptian potatoes are
concentrated in several States are Russia, Italy, Greece, Germany, Lebanon,
United Kingdom during the period (2009-2013). Based on the findings of the
research results and indicators for the most competitive standards for exports of
potatoes can be said that exports of these commodities have great opportunities
for growth and the increase in the current markets, and access to new markets,
especially if they were directed by the distinguished productive sector for export
purposes in accordance with superior levels of quality standards and
specifications while maintaining as much as possible on existing price
comparative advantage enjoyed by Egypt in this area.
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