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The Current and Future Situation of Important
Medical Plants Exports

Asmaa Ismail Eid <« Ebah Moreed Sharabin
Agricultural Research Institute

Abstract:

Medical and aromatic plants are non-traditional promising crops that might
significantly contribute. via their exports. to increasing state's returns of foreign
currency and. hence. improve the trade balance. Although the state encourages
expansion of cultivating such crops. it is noted that such increase is small despite
the corresponding increase in prices or exports compared to the total value of the
Egyptian agricultural exports in the period (1995-2012). Such increase is small
on one hand. and focused in certain markets. on the other hand. particularly due
to the political and economic events in Egypt recently. This would bring several
risks if any defects strike the structure of these countries. This paper aims at
studying the relative importance of Egyptian medical & aromatic plants exports.
and to measure the stability of such exports as well as the geographic distribution
and seasonal pattern of Egyptian medical plants exports and their important
importing markets. In addition. the quantities and prices of Egyptian medical
plants exports using the Automatic Regressive Integrated — Moving Average
(ARIMA) Model. Several results were reached. The most important results are:-
1- Egypt's exports of Fennel. Caraway. Cumin. Coriander. and anise represent

10.63%. 5.52%. 3.36%. 2.96%. and 0.26%. respectively of the total value of

Egypt's exports of medical & aromatic plants (1995-2012). Also. it was

shown. using Average Percentage Deviation Method. that there is a state of

instability in the development of quantity and value of fennel and cumin
seeds exports. Where as the remaining study crops were stable in the said
period.

2- The study showed that the major European Union (EU) markets exporting
Egyptian medical plants are the Dutch. Italian. German. and French
markets. The major Arab markets were the Algerian. the Moroccan. and the
Syrian markets. Major NAFTA markets were the American and the

Canadian ones.
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3- The suitable months when a kind of compatibility occurs according to
exporting seasons of quantities and their arrangement according to
seasonality of prices were October and July for Caraway. August and
December of Fennel. August and September for Cumin. December for
Coriander. and June and October for Anise; whereas both arrangements
were not compatible for other months. So. the exporting pattern must be
reconsidered so as to match the exporting months that maximize the
exporting value.

4- Results showed that it is anticipated that the quantity and price of Egyptian
Caraway seed exports reach 3575.19 tons and 10.97 thousand EGP in 2013;
and 4048.47 tons and 11 thousand EGP in 2017. The quantity and price of
Egyptian Fennel exports was 5409.46 ton and 10.26 thousand EGP in 2013;
and 5161.08 tons and 12.55 thousand EGP in 2017. The quantity and price
of Egyptian Cumin exports was 2288.16 ton and 20.63 thousand EGP in
2013; and 2962.43 tons and 24.99 thousand EGP in 2017. The quantity and
price of Egyptian Coriander exports was 1390.16 tons and 15.43 thousand
EGP in 2013; and 1697.63 tons and 22.49 thousand EGP in 2017. The
quantity and price of Egyptian Anise exports was 442.18 ton and 11
thousand EGP in 2013; and 526.13 tons and 19.02 thousand EGP in 2017.
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