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The Current Situation of Fish Production from its Various Sources in
Egypt

Ramy Ahmed Abd- Elhafiz

Department of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Assiut University, Egypt

Abstract

Fish is one of the important food sources and fish activity contributes an
important share to the value of the agricultural sector production Therefore, this
study aimed to shed light on fish production in Egypt, the role of its main sources
in increasing this production and the possibility of relying more on some sources
to meet local consumption and raise the rate of self-sufficiency.

It was found from the study, that the production of fish from various natural
sources did not exceed annually in the average period (2000-2019) about 30.15%
of Its total fish production,while fish farming participated in the average study
period with about 69.85% of the total fish production in Egypt.

The results of the study also indicate that Fish production of natural sources
tends to decline, while on the other hand, fish production from Farming sources
achieved a statistically significant annual increase of about 8.01 %. It showed also
that fish production in Egypt is concentrated in four species: tilapia, mullet, catfish
and whitefish, with an estimated production of about 71.60% of the total different
fish species from different sources.

The study indicate that while fish production is characterized by relative
stability, the seasonality of this production was evident at the level of its most
important sources, the trends of which conflicted between some sources.while
coincided with some of the others,and that fish production was concentrated in five
governorates, which acquired more than 85% of total production.

Despite the limited improvement in the fish self-sufficiency ratio, the gap
between production and consumption is increasing, as fish imports value is
estimated during the study period at about $4.2 billion annually.

In light of the foregoing, the study recommends 1- The necessity of providing
conditions that allow for better exploitation of the possibilities available for natural
sources of fish production, whether at the level of the seas, lakes, or the Nile and
its branches, 2- Continuing to strengthen the current trend towards increasing the
status of fish farming, which It seems to be the base of fish development now and
in the future. 3- Working to expand the base of fish production activity using the
uncultivable fallow areas and lands under reclamation, especially in the
governorates whose conditions allow the application of fish farming systems.4-
Facing the characteristics of fish production seasonality and localitation by the
needed activitics of storing, transportation and processing.
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