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Abstract

The research aimed at determining the level of knowledge and
implementation of the respondent farmers' practices of depletion and pollution of
environmental resources, and also to determining the significance of the
differences between the means of the degree of knowledge and implementation
of the respondent' farmers in the two governorates of the study for the practices
of depletion and pollution of the studied environmental resources as a whole.
Also to test the significance of the correlation relationship between the
independent variables studied of the respondent' farmers and each of the degree
of their knowledge and implementation of the depletion and pollution of
environmental resources in the two studied governorates, and to determine the
relative contribution of the independent variables studied in the interpretation of
the variation in the degree of knowledge and implementation of the respondent'
farmers of environmental depletion and pollution practices in the two studied
governorates and to identify the sources that the respondent' farmers resort to in
order to obtain the information related to environmental protection and to
identify the causes of depletion of environmental resources from the viewpoint of
the respondent' farmers, as well as their suggestions to reduce this depletion in
the two studied governorates.

The research was conducted in the governorates of Menoufia and Qena, to
represent two different geographical and cultural areas, in the villages of Bandar
Ashmoun, and Tahaway from Ashmoun district, and the villages of Bahgoura
and Hawa from the Nagahammadi district. The total sample size was amounted
to 367 respondents in the four villages; the personal interviewing questionnaire
was used to collect data, during the months of March and April 2021.

For analysing the data of this research, "Pearson" correlation coefficient,
multiple linear regression stepwise, F-test and T-test were used. In addition to the
tabular display with frequency and percentages.

The main results were as follows:

- The higher level of knowledge and implementation of the respondent'
farmers for the practices of depletion and pollution of environmental resources in
Menoufia Governorate more than the respondent' farmers in Qena Governorate.

- There is a significant difference between the respondent' farmers in the
two studied governorates in terms of their knowledge of the practices of
depletion and pollution of environmental resources, this difference is for the
benefit of the respondent' farmers in Menoufia Governorate.
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- There are nine variables that collectively contribute 35% were explaining
the total variation between the respondent' farmers in Menoufia Governorate in
terms of their knowledge of the practices of depletion and pollution of
environmental resources, and these variables are: The degree of sources of the
respondent's information about agriculture, the degree of innovation of the
respondent, the degree of official social participation of the respondent, the
number of years of education of the respondent’s wife, the degree of ambition of
the respondent, the monthly income of the respondent’s family, the number of
learners in the respondent’s family, the size of possession of household
appliances, and the degree of leadership of the respondent.

- It was found that six variables collectively contribute with 43% in
explaining the total variation between the respondent' farmers in terms of their
implementation of environmental resource depletion and pollution practices in
Menoufia Governorate, these variables are: the degree of the respondent's
information sources about agriculture, the age of the respondent, the degree of
the respondent's affiliation to the society, the official social participation of the
respondent. The degree of cultural openness of the respondent, and the size of
possession of household appliances. It was found that seven variables
collectively contribute with 66% in explaining the total variation between the
respondent' farmers in Qena governorate in terms of their knowledge of the
practices of depletion and pollution of environmental resources, these variables
are: the respondent's family members, size of farm machinery possession, degree
of formal social participation, degree of innovation of the respondent. Size of the
animal possession, degree of cultural openness, and size of the household
appliances possession.

- It was found that nine variables collectively contribute with 72% of
explaining the total variation between farmers from Qena Governorate in terms
of their implementation of practices of depleting and polluting environmental
resources, these variables are: size of the possession of farm machinery, of
member of the respondent's family, degree of official social participation, size of
the animal holding, monthly income of the respondent's family, degree of
ambition of the respondent, number of years of education of the respondent,
degree of innovation of the respondent, and the degree of leadership of the
respondent.

- It was found that the majority of farmers in the governorates of Menoufia
and Qena derive their information about the environment from neighbors and
friends, an agricultural extensionist, dealers of production supplies, and
television programs.
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