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Problems Facing Soybean Growers in some Villages of Minia Governorate
Adham Mohamed Zaky Mahmoud
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Agricultural Research Center — Giza

Abstract

The research aimed to identify the problems facing soybean growers in
some villages of Minia Governorate by holding twelve focus-group discussion,
through achievement the following objectives: identify the relative importance of
the problems from the farmers respondents point of view, and their suggestions
to overcome it, the two districts were chosen (according to the cultivated area of
the soybean crop), they were Minia and AboKorkas, the three largest villages
were selected according to the same criterion, and the number of farmers ranged
from eight to twelve farmers in each focus group, they was chosen randomly, the
total number was 122 respondents, the data was collected during July and August
of 2020. Frequencies, percentages, and weight mean were used to analyze data.
The most important results are summarized as follows:

1- It was possible to arrangement groups which facing soybean growers
from top to down according to the weight mean as follows: marketing problems
(3.09) degree, followed by the production problems (3.04) degree, and finally the
extensional problems (2.92) degree.

2- It was found that the most common of productivity problems were
increase the prices of chemical fertilizers of all kinds, with a weighted mean
(3.86) degree, and the increase in the rental value of agricultural lands with a
weighted mean of (3.77) degree, the most common marketing problems were low
selling price of the crop during harvest due to the abundance of supply with a
weighted mean (3.84) degree, and the absence of the role of extension in
marketing the crop with a weighted mean (3.80) degree, finally the most
common extension problems were Lack of extension fields for soybeans (3.53)
degree, and mistrust between soybean growers and extension workers (3.37)
degree.

3- The most important suggestion to reduce productivity problems from
their point of view were providing irrigation water, especially in the summer
months, at a rate of (90.2%), and providing improved strains with high
production and pest resistance by (84.4%), the most important suggestion to
reduce marketing problems were activation of the marketing agricultural
extension role was at a rate of (75.4%), and the increase in selling prices of the
crop in line with production costs by (69.7%), finally the most important
suggestion to reduce extension problems were agricultural extension carried out
extension fields for the soybean crop at a rate of (91.8%), and educated farmers
about the problems they may face when growing soybeans and how to overcome
them by conducting several extension seminars at a rate of (73.8%).
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