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Abstract

The handicraft sector plays a vital role in generating income and
employment opportunities. The handicraft industries have witnessed during the
past decades a gradual decline, and this research was to find out the challenges
facing handicraft owners in rural New Valley Governorat. This research was
carriedout on three districts: Kharga, Dakhla and Farafra, as the largest districts,
they have a number of handicraft owners, and the two largest villages with a
number of handicraft owners were selected from each district. Data were
collected from "178" handicraft Owners distributed over six villages of Bulaq,
Al-Munira, Al-Qasr, Al-Jadida, Al-Kifah and Abu Hurairah. Data were collected
by questionnaire, percentages, frequency distribution and weighted average were
used to present and describe the research data by the Social Sciences Statistical
Program Group (SPSS). The results showed that the first importance for
handicrafts that it helps to reduce unemployment and it is a non-polluting
industry for the environment with a weighted average of 3 degrees, and The first
reason for handicraft owners joining the craft activity is that they inherited the
craft from grandparents and parents with a weighted average of 2.75 degrees, and
health challenges came first with a weighted average of 2.83 from three degrees,
then economic challenges with a weighted average of 2.68, then social and
cultural challenges with a weighted average of 2.5 degrees, and one of the first
proposals to develop handicrafts from the opinion of respondents' were:
providing health care, facilitating licensing procedures and providing raw
materials with a weighted average of 3 degrees.
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