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Young Farmers Exposure to Agricultural Information Sources from
Social Networks in Some Villages of Assiut Governorate

A.M.Fath el-bab' and Adham M. Zaky’

! Higher institute for cooperation and agricultural extension in Assiut
* Agriculture Research Center

Abstract

This research aimed to determine the level of exposure of young farmers to
sources of agricultural information approved and not approved by social
networks. Also to identify the method of their exposure to sources of agricultural
information. As well as to identify how they dealing with information from these
sources, during exposure to them, and after exposure to them.

Size of the sample was determined by the snowball method, and it reached
200 respondents, they were distributed according to their percentage of presence
in the research villages, by 66 respondents in the village of Bahij, 82 respondents
in the village of Deer Al-Janadala West, and 52 respondents in the village of Al-
Sarkana, representing 10% of the total of 2003 holders. And that is based on the
records of 2 services in agricultural units for the year 2019 in the selected
villages.

Data of this research was collected in a personal interview with young
farmers who use social networks, using a questionnaire form that was previously
prepared and revised after conducting an pre-test on 15 young farmers in the
village of Nazlet Baqour. Appropriate modifications were made and the form
became valid in its final form for data collection. Research objectives, data were
collected during the period from November 2019 to January 2020, and data was
quantitatively processed to be suitable for data analysis using SPSS statistical
analysis program, and frequencies and percentages were used in presenting the
results.

Most important results of the search were:-

There was a variation in the distribution of the level of exposure of the
young farmers interviewed to the sources of agricultural information from social
networks, so it was found that their level of exposure to the unapproved sources
was low for 67.5%, and an average for 21.5% of them, while the percentage of
those who were not exposed to these sources was 11% on the other hand. There
was a difference in the level of exposure of the respondents to the approved
sources, as it was low by 46%, and an average of 19.5%. While 34.5% of the
respondents were not exposed to the approved sources.

It also became clear that the distribution of agricultural information sources
from social networks according to a way respondents were exposed to them as
follows: As for unapproved sources, the method of presenting them by
haphazared was, respectively, in order for agricultural information on friends'
pages by 30,5%, then local traders and Egyptian farms by 18,5%, then pages
farmers in possession of large areas and Shops selling agricultural agricultural
products by 18%. While method for deliberately displaying agricultural
information on the pages of friends by 38.5%, then similar farmers by 36%, so
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skilled farmers by 35%. As for the method of exposing respondents to approved
sources, it was by haphazared on arrangement of agricultural information on
pages of land reclamation companies by 17%, then the engineers of agricultural
departments by 16%, then the agricultural input companies by 14%. While
method of their deliberately displaying agricultural information on pages of the
supervisors of agricultural units by 26%, then agricultural extension workers
25,5% , Followed by pages of the engineers of agricultural cooperative societies
at 24.5%, respectively.

Also found that distribution of respondents according to their dealing with
agricultural information from its sources in social networks during exposure to it
is as follows: Regarding their dealings with agricultural information for
unapproved sources: These dealing come, which is the highest attention to
information on friends 'pages by 48%, then farmers in possession of large areas
pages by 37.5%, followed by pages of similar farmers by 35,5%. While highest
take in of respondents got agricultural information on friends' pages by 14%, then
Egyptian farms pages by 11%, followed by pages of local traders pages by 9%.
While largest information sharing was get, agricultural friends 'pages by 9.5%,
then skilled farmers' pages by 9%, followed by farmers in possession of large
areas 'pages with 8.5%. As for respondents' dealing of agricultural information
for approved sources: they got highest attention of agricultural information for
pages of land reclamation companies by 29%, followed by pages of engineers of
agricultural departments by 28%, then pages of agricultural input companies by
27,5%, while highest take in of respondents received agricultural information for
pages of agricultural researchers and engineers of agricultural departments by
5.5% for both, followed by pages of land reclamation companies and agricultural
input companies by 3% for both. While largest sharing of respondents was
information of extension specialist pages by 6%, then information of land
reclamation companies by 5.5%, followed by researchers of agricultural ' pages
and supervisors of agricultural units by 4.5% for both, respectively.

While the results confirmed that distribution of respondents according to
how they dealing with agricultural information from its sources in social
networks after exposure to it is as follows: With regard to dealing with
agricultural information for unapproved sources: it obtained highest thinking of
respondents, friends' pages by 32,5%,then local traders pages by 28.5%, similar
farmers by 25.5%. While get more comments from respondents agricultural
information pages friends' pages by 28.5%, then skilled farmers by 18.5%,
followed by public figures pages by 17%. While get more discussions with
others, similar farmers 'pages information by 12%, followed by farmers in
possession of large areas pages by 10%, skilled farmers pages 9%. As for dealing
with approved source information, get highest thinking of information pages of
engineers of agricultural departments by 24%, then land reclamation companies
by 23.5%, followed by agricultural in put companies by 22%. While get more
comments about information on pages of land reclamation companies by 14%,
then pages of engineers of agricultural departments by 12%, followed by pages
of agricultural in put companies and agricultural extension specialists by 11,5%
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for both. While get more discussions with others, information of agricultural
supervisors units ' pages by 6.5%, then agricultural extension specialist by 4.5%,

followed by pages of agricultural researchers, cooperative societies engineers and
agricultural extension workers by 4% for each.
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